
 



Macbeth Key Scenes 

Act 1, Scene 2 Macbeth fights heroically in battle alongside Banquo; Duncan decrees that he will be rewarded with the title of Thane of Cawdor. 

Act 1, Scene 3 Three witches prophecise that Macbeth that Macbeth will become king; they prophecise that Banquo’s sons will become kings. 

Act 1, Scene 7 Macbeth has doubts about killing Duncan; Lady Macbeth’s intervention convinces him to go ahead and do the deed. 

Act 2, Scene 1 Just before killing Duncan, Macbeth hallucinates and sees a floating dagger that is dripping with blood. 

Act 2, Scene 2 Macbeth returns after killing Duncan; he believes that his hands will never been clean and that he will never sleep again. 

Act 2, Scene 3 Macduff discovers Ducan’s dead body; Malcolm and Donalbain decide to leave Scotland. 

Act 3, Scene 4 Macbeth hallucinates and sees Banquo’s ghost in his empty seat; Lady Macbeth takes control; Macbeth decides to see the witches again.  

Act 4, Scene 1 Macbeth sees the witches; they tell him to beware of Macduff. 

Act 5, Scene 3 Macbeth is isolated at Dunsinane Castle; Lady Macbeth is going mad. 

Act 5, Scene 5 Macbeth is told that Lady Macbeth is dead; he is told that Birnam Wood appears to be moving towards Dunsinane. 

Key Characters Key Themes Historical Context 

Macbeth 

 Thane of Glamis; made Thane of Cawdor  

 Kills Duncan 

 Killed by Macduff 

Ambition 

 Leads Macbeth to kill Duncan 

 Eventually destroys Macbeth 

 Also leads to Lady Macbeth’s suicide. 

Macbeth was most likely 
written in 1606, early in the 
reign of James I, who became 
king in 1603.  He succeeded 
Elizabeth I.  James I was 
Scottish. 

 

The play was first performed 
not long after the Gunpowder 
Plot.  Shakespeare shows how 
the murder of a king leads to 
guilt, madness and eventual 
destruction. 
 

It was commonly believed at 
the time that kings were 
appointed by ‘divine right’ and 
were anointed by God. 

Lady Macbeth 

 Wife of Macbeth 

 Ambitious and ruthless 

 Goes mad and kills herself 

Guilt 

 Wife of Macbeth 

 Ambitious and ruthless 

 Goes mad and kills herself. 

Banquo 

 Macbeth’s friend and brother-in-arms 

 Father to Fleance 

 Killed at the behest of Macbeth 

Violence 

 Macbeth is a ruthless warrior 

 He feels a deep sense of guilt after killing Duncan 

 Macbeth hires murders. 

Macduff 

 Thane of Fife 

 Loyal to King Duncan 

 Kills Macbeth. 

Kingship 

 Duncan is a good king 

 Macbeth is a tyrant 

 Malcolm is eventually restored to the throne. 

Witches 

 Prophecise that Macbeth will be king  

 Prophecise that Banquo’s sons will be kings 

 Tell Macbeth to beware of Macduff 

Appearances 

 Contrast between appearance and reality 

 Macbeth hallucinates twice 

 Macbeth and Lady Macbeth are unable to sleep. 


